Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



M^ REPORT 



COMMISSIONER OF THE INTERIOR 
FOR PORTO RICO 



SECRETARY OF TUli INTERIOR. U. S. A. 



1905. 



WASHINGTON: 
C.OVEHNMKNT PRINTING OFFICE. 

1905. Hosted by 



Google 



Hosted by 



Google 



59th Congress, I SENATE. j Docdment 

Isl Session. \ \ No. 59. 



REPORT 



COMMISSIONER OF THE INTERIOR 
FOR PORTO RICO 



SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, U. S. A. 



1905. 



WASHINGTON: 

GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

1905. 



Hosted by 



Google 



Hosted by 



Google 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 



Letter of transmittal ; 

Bureau of Public Works 

Table No. I.— IStateiiieut ol expenditures, insular roads, fiscal year ended 

June 30, 1905 ^ 

Table No. 2.— Comparative expenditures 

Table No. 3.— Construc-tion and repair of roads and bridges, under trust 

Tablb No. 4.— Proposed construction during next four years 

Itei-ommendations.—Boads and bridges 

Bureau of Insular Telegraph - 

Table No. 5. — Statement ehowiiw amount of caali receipts and computed 
value of tree business handled bv the Bureau during flst'al years l!)03-4 

and 1904-5, etc - 

Division of Public Lands 

Bureau of Docfcs and Harbors 

Table No. 6.— Harbor tees in ports of San Juaji, Ponce, and Mayagoez, 

tisfal year ended June 30, 1905 ■- 

Table No. 7.— Number, character, and tonnageof vessels entering San Juan, 

Ponce, and Mayagiiez, year ended June 30, 1905 

Division of I 'ublic BuilifinRa 

Table No. 8.— Maintenance and repair of public buildings 

Tahlb No. 9. — Preservation, care and repairs 

Appendix: 

Personnel 

Map of j>uhlie lands of Porto Rico. 
Map of the island of Porto Rico. 



Hosted by 



Google 



Hosted by 



Google 



LE'n'ER OF TRANSMllTAL. 



Department of the Intbeiob, 

WaahiTigton, Deeemher 6, 1905. 
Sir: In compliance with the lequiremeDts of section 24 of the act of 
Congress entitled "An act teinporarilv to provide revenues and a civil 
government for Porto Rico, and for other purposes," approved April 
1^, 1900 (31 Stat. L., 83), I have the honor to ti-ansmit herewith the 
report of the Commissioner of the Interior for Porto Eico for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1905. 
Very respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock, 
T,, ,j , Secretani. 

Ihe ir'RESlDENT OF TIIF UnITFD StATES SeNATE. 



Hosted by 



Google 



Hosted by 



Google 



REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE INTERIOR. 



Department of the Interior of Pokto Rico, 

Office of the Commissioner, 

San Juan, September IS, 1905. 
The Honorable tlie Secretary op the Interior. 

Sir- In compliance with instructions for this Department, as shown 
in your letter ot June 7, 1905, to the governor ot Porto Eico, which 
reads as follows: 

I have the honor to invite your attention to section 24 of the act of CV)ngi«« 
appreved April 12, 1900 (31 Stat. L., 77), entitled 'An act temporenl^ ^.C™ 
^^ - ^ - -ivil government tor Porto Rico, and for other purposes, which pro- 



' That the commissioner of the interior shah soperintend all works of a public 
nature, and shaU have charge of all puUic buildmga, grounds, and lands, except 
aosB belonging to the DnileJ States, and shall eieento such requirements aa may ho 
taSsS bX" -with respect thereti, and .hall perform such other dntio. as may 
K?Srib'ed by law, anS make »ich' report, through the e«"™'l,'?n''.';SSl?K 
of the Interior of the United i^totes as he may require, which shall annuahy be 

*"l°h"™tJSiSS™i',o« will ca»» this matter to be bro.nghl to the attention of 
Ihi Smmisstoer of the interior, with the rojueat that ho will prepare and forward 
threugh you tormyconsideiMion aladattnot kter thm October 1, 1905, a report 
of the ilite™ pertiining to Porto face with which ho la charged under existing law.. 
S J, airdSlrlble that "he embody in his report a dehiiled .ftemenl brought down 
to date of the chaiacter, quantity, and location of crown land^ the ownerahip oi 
which the Unit«J State, mcded to by virtue o( the treaty of Pan,, lomther wrth 
a statement of the qnantity and location^ all nnroo aini«J ot swamp lands in Porto 
Blew. This report .hould cover the penod from July 1, 1903, to the date of tte ren 
fiuon. In Ibirconnoction it i. .ugg«ted that jtatkifccal .tatemen . embodied in the 
report should not bo given from ertimatm where it i. possible te obtain the same 
""luSSefpSSr to add that in the interest of economy it 1. desirable Ib.lthe 
report should he aV brief a« circumstances wdl pennit, and that all unimportant 
SSt. becmitted, aa well a. photographs not intended to show the condition and 

'°ThfmaSSrf't'rrS"bonld, as fa, as pmeticbl, be t™writton, frt» 

^T^d1.a.'fhlnhr.^rl'aXi„mi..o„e,o, the interiorof J^^^^^^^^^ 
be submitted to the Departmint within the time above .pecified, in orier that proper 
consideration may be given to the important mbjecta tberein requmng attention m 
the annual report of the Secretary of the Interior to the President. 

I have tie honor to make the following report, Ijeginnine with the 
statement that my own connection with this Department dates from 
Februarj- 9 of this year: 

BUREAU OP PUBLIC WORKS. 

HAl.VTENANCE OF INSULAR HOAU.. 

The same now under maintenance by the insukr goyornment have an 
of 662 kilometers, and the accompanying table, JNo. 1, 
details of maintenance disbursements deemed necessary. 
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BEPOET COMMISSIONER OP INTERIOR FOR PORTO EICO, 
Table 1. — Expenditures insalar roads year ended June SO, ISOrj. 





Road divisions, etc. 


Length 


Broken etone lor macadam. 




Slone delivered. 


Stone placed. 




Hold 


^... 


CC, 


Quatitfty, Coat. 


I 


Bayamon Oimierlo 

AiToso-H maciio 

Cavey Ponee 
CaveyArrojo 
Ponce TalJones 
Ponce Uimyama 

Asuadtlla Camuv 
Agua Ilia Lares 
Ma ft«uez-AflaBCo 
MajagjiezLasMara- 


1 

9 
39 
■1 


ifiM 
lUO 

210 
SOD 


11 109 

;i 

6 927 

5 14 
1076 
12a 


2 192 40 
1 0. 06 

1436 20 
8 699 73 
1 121.00 
4 034 36 
8896 80 


V4T7 
1,668 
2,190 


S5,541.19 
1,125.67 
i;41K.66 


i 


3,920 
2,51; 

i;612 
3; 581 

•i 


3;586.54 
1, 449! 16 


1 


8,237.30 

4; 059: 40 
«2i:i7 




61 1 6 811 


55 24 -7 46" 49 


43,876 


31,349.85 


N™, 


Roadlv 


I.e Hth 


fOBtofln 
pectlon 


M)e dlane- 
ous expend! 


Total cost. 


New 
bridges, 


10 

I 


Baa Juan-Cavey 
CataAo-Veea Alta 
Reyea CaMl as-Coroaal 
Bayamon-Comerio 

Hlo Piedras Humacao Plaj a 

PendinK contnicte and 
mlacelianeoua eipen es 

Penaing contracts a 1 
mBcellaneo teitpensea 


Klloe 

19 

39 

25 

1 

20 


1 lb V 

I 45iOO 
3909 00 

S98Z6 
29 00 

1,591>.S7 
'422! 00 

i,mi9 

■ 1,315.00 


$4 146 90 
58fiB6 

ill 

1302 02 

3 417 25 

L 836. 81 
i; 829.84 

1,236!™ 

i!o4e;io 


J3e 075.46 
2 716:74 

III 

K 141.00 

6,147.43 
16,092.17 

slissip 


11 

iiil 


4 


86:02 




•■|| 

879! 00 














S 


Mayagnez-San Oerman 






502.64 














602 


28,967,93 33,237.30 1 171,017.57 | 


22,003.60 
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KEPORT OOMMISSIONEK OF INTERIOR FOR PORTO RICO. 9 

The total appropriation voted for this year's maintenance amounted 
to $190,680, the aggregate of the specific amounts to be applied to the 
necessary repairs on each road and to the repairs on old and construc- 
tion of new bridges in the three engineering districts. 

The aggregate of all moneys spent was 11^3,021.17— an amount in 
excess of the appropriation by $2,341.17. The excess was obtained 
by transferring to repair and maintenance of roads a portion of what 
liad been saved in office force salaries since my assumption of office 
to June 30. The remainder of this saving ($4,073.12) had unfortu- 
niitely already been turned bacli into the treasury of the island. 

Before making any analysis of the table of expenditures, I would 
like to state that on my taking office the field work on the roads was 
directly under 3 district engineers, respectively located in San Juan, 
Ponce, and Mayaguez, to whom 17 sobrestantes, or upper foremen, 
reported. Under the latterworked 35 capataces, or under foremen, each 
capataz looking after some 20 kilometersof road. The "permanent," 
or "caminero," system had already been abolished, and the system of 
hiring men to do the work as it was found necessary had gone into 
effect at the beginning of the fiscal year. 

In March, 1906, the above-described superintendence was materially 
modified, and on the resignation of the 3 district engineers, with 
their clerks, and the 17 sobrestantes their combined duties were turned 
over to 7 "traveling inspectors," who thus come indirect contact with 
the 85 subordinate foremen, over whom they have absolute control. 
The inspectors' time is practically spent in patrolling their roads and 
in keepmg an eye on their subordinates, to whom they assign each 
]»articular piece of work, and they alone are held responsible. 

At the same time was started a general system of daily reports to be 
made by the 35 capataces to the superintendent of public works. 
These reports are postal cards already printed, so that the insertion of 
a dozen words or so in the proper pla'ce will tell exactly what the fore- 
man is doing with his men and the cost of the day's work; also whether 
01' not the inspector has been over that part of the road system. In 
wise there is no work on hand the foreman reports, "no men, road in 
good condition," At the same time the inspector sends in his daily 
report, which is supposed to state what he saw and not what he was 
told. 

These cards, when received in San Juan, are studied and the gist of 
tlieir contents transferred to sheefes of paper tliat hang on boards in 
the commissioner's office. Each sheet will carry two months' work, 
and the reports are carefully examined every day by someone in 
authority. This daily double report system, in conjunction with its 
glaring visibility inviting examination and criticism, checked by the 
frequent inspection trips made over the roads by the upper officials, has 
produced verygimd results— so much so that, although onlv operative 
during the Uist three months of the fiscal year of 1904-5, 'the saving 
haH been $12,372.16, which amount was mostly turned into broken 
stone for the benefit of road No. 1 between San" Juan and Caguas, the 
contracts bein^ available for the following year. The full benefit of 
these changes is looked for in the year ending June 30, 1906, and it is 
now certain that out of the $300,000 appropriated for outdoor work 
at least some $60,000 will be saved for the purpose of replacing certain 
itiiportant in-idges, one at Carolina and the other over the Caguitas 
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10 REPORT COMMISSIONER OF IBTKRIOR FOR PORTO RlfO. 

Eiver, near Caguas, whose rehabilitation otherwise would have had to 
wait for a special appropriation. 

Bids plans, and specifications for the now iron work for those bridges 
are now being advertised for in American and Porto Eican papers and 
in the meantime whatever engineering work can be accomplished on 
the island is already under way. ^l ^ • r ^ 

An analysis of Table No. 1 gives us reasons to behove that in futuie 
great economies can be made in a more judicious use of broken stone— 
in a more extensive use of gravel, where available, instead of the more 
expensive broken stone— and particularly in those expenditures hg- 
uring under the head of miscellaneous, which apparently cover a good 
deal of unnecessary or wasteful work. , , .j . 

It is only fair to note that out of the $22,003.60 spenton bridges and 
culverts. $12,000.05 were spent on new or practically new construction. 

Miscellaneous expenditures amounting to 133,277.30 were largely the 
result of allowing un watched subordinates the right to hire men, oit»n 
their friends, to ''potter around." A large part of the f,U,il2.1b 
saved in the last three months of the year is due to a closer scrutiny 
of these last expenditures. Landslides, and to a minor extent the 
cleaning of ditches, of course figure in this item, and it is estimated 
that J6,000 will do such work, provided no widespread havoc is pro- 
duced by cloudbursts or by a cyclone. 

A comparative table is here presented, throwing some light on the 
figures for 1903, 1904, 1906, and what is hoped for In the year ending 
June 30, 1906. 

Table No. 2. — Comparatiw ei^penMares. 



Year ending June 30- 


"S" 


Total coat 
ol mainle- 


kilSniwr. 


'S£" 


19M 

19U( probable expenditure? 


518: 2 


8176,783.07 

19S;02l!l7 
12S,372.00 


11 


77:0 



No year prior to 1903 is shown, so as to eliminate as much as pos- 
sible in the comparison expenditures due to the cyclone of 1899. it 
is somewhat gratifying to say that the cost of mamtenance per kilo- 
meter has come dowS from $397.18 in 1903 to »291.57-a drop o( 
$105 61. Ttere is practically no doubt that the figures lower down 
opposite "1906, probable expenditures," will fairly well represent 
those of the present year, bringing down the cost of maintenance pel 
kilometer to $189.39. 

So that it may not be thought that this may mean little more than 
the practice of economies amounting to neglect of the roads, your 
attention is directed to column 6 of the aforesaid comparative table, 
showing the respective amonnts of broken atone per kilometer put and 
to be put on the road system. As may be seen, the present year is 
credited with a marked increase in broken stone, and in this island 
good roads mean broken atone. ., . . ,. j .i, , .* n,^ 

As to the cost of maintenance m the future, it is believed that It ttie 
people of Porto Eico wish to continue to have the use of good macadam 
highways, such as they have at present, they can not expect to pay tor 
their maintenance much less than $180 per kilometer. 
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EEl-ORT (■■OMMTSSIONEB OF INTKRIOlt KUB PORTO RICO. i 

Fiffurinff on a basis of 50 cubi<; meters of broken stone as an averaj 
per kHometer the present 662 kilometers would foot up as follows: 



Icen stone anfl placing the Fame . . . 
traveling inepectora and expenses 

laremen 

expenOltuTes 



Or about $177.21 per kilometer. . ^ ,- 

These results presuppose, however, the purchase ot a traction 
eiicine and train and a steam crusher in order to reduce the present 
extraordinary high cost of the broken stone over the first 18 kilome- 
ters of road 'No. 1, largely due to the high charges of transportation 

'°The question naturally arises, Why should it cost even as much as 
thelowest figure, inasmuch as the same is not low! 

Jamaica has Ijeen instanced as an island where the conditions are 
supposed to be somewhat similar, and the low figures given by the 
Jamaica Handbook tor repairs on roads have been quoted in a way 
not exactly fair to Porto Rico. ... l- ^ ^ 

Jamaica, somewhat larger than this ishmd, with an estimated popu- 
ktion of nearly 800,000, Sas at present some 1,930 miles of what are 
called main roads. The island is more mountiiinoas than Forto Kico, 
and the roads are, generally speaking, niched put of white marl or 
coi-alline limestone hills. Ruts and holes that form in the roails are 
simply filled up with this marl or soft limestone, which is abundant 
and near the surface, and, generally speaking, it can be piclied out near 
where repairs are needed. On account of such natural foundations 
the roads to a great extent, even when neglected for some time, do 
not become impassable— they simply get ragged. , , ,. , .. 

Some four years spent in Jamaica enables me to state that condi- 
tions in that island are therefore far more favorable to cheap road 
maintenance than here, and I furthermore add that thti Jamaica roads 
as a rule can not compare with ours, either in general features of con- 
struction, such as width and grades, or in the attention paid to hrst- 
ckss maintenance. As far as maintenance is concerned. It must tie 
added that the Jamaicans are doing precisely what we would do 
had we the same physical advantages-that is, they are only trying 
to maintain a road system good enough for a population not particu. 
larlv well to do, . , ^ . __, 

The conditions are entirely different with us. Our roads, even when 
in the hills, are nearly altogether in a loam, clay, or decomposed rook 
(tosoa) as a foundation. The traps, tufas, etc., in this island weather 
very deep, forming a top layer of soft, easily crushed material with a 
topcovenng of li»m or clay. The result is, and it can not be too much 
emphasized, that our roads seldom have a good natural foundation, and 
in order to stay good have to have macadam, which means broken stone, 
which means money. These roads, if not in very good condition, soon 
become bad, and when neglected for a short time tend to become impass- 
able in the wet season. Such roads when not well maintained refuse 
to stay in the "good enough" class. 
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It is also to be noted that the ateep grades of the Jamaica road sys- 
tem, in conjunction with wise Icfifislation, have tended to limit the 
load? imposed on wheels, and such an efficient instrument in cutting 
up roads as a wheel, often with a SJ-inch tire carrj'ing 1 ton, is 
unknown. Lower wages and longer hours also obtain in Jamaica. 

The preceding explains, in my opinion, why we shall have to pay 
nearly »180 in order to accomplish what the Jamaica government aeems 
to do, as well as I can make out from their handbook, with about $100, 

In addition to the *i62 kilometers under insular maintenance, there 
are 53.8 kilometers of road built since 1S9S and prior to June 30, 1904, 
whose maintenance was later on turned over to the local elective 
boards of road supervisors. The results have been mo.st unfortunate, 
and these stretches of road should be taken back under the care of this 
demrtment. 

The aforesaid stretches are as follows: 



Consumo-Maricao 7. 

Maytmuez-Cabo Rojo . - 5.8 

Caguas-San Lorenzo 8. 

Cidra-Laa OruccB 8.0 

Bftrranquitaa-Aibonito 9. 



Caguas-Aguaa Boenas, _ 9. 

Naguftbo-Kaguabo Playa 3. 

Lajas-San Gerniiin 4.0 



TRUST- FUND WORK. 

There is added Table No. 3, showing what has been done up to June 
30, 1905, with this fund. We are at present at work on the Jayuya- 
Alto de la Bandei'a, Barros-Barranquitas, Humaeao - Yabucoa, and 
AiToyo-Patillas roads. 



Hosted by 



Google 



REPORT COMMISSIONER OF INTERIOR FOR PORTO RIOO, 13 



J! 

i 




1 

3 

1 

1 


li 

] i 

u 


ment9 under mllftftrygovemmtnt. 
and aflerwards ropairadiindcr this 

Compleled except railing. 

( ompltted. 

aikilomen^rsbuilt under other allot- 
ments under military government. 

Completed. 


s 


1? 

1 
1 

1 




n 


1 






= iir\ 


IP 


s i i i Z-- 


Hi 


i 


' 




■ •- "^\ 


IP 


.j«E» r^S 


11^ 


j3s 1 5 1 ; ::| i s|;3 p :3;*53" 


3 


iiim 


ji-- i! ' s ■* ;a=s : jji S!ii!» ;■• ;--"ri3- S' 


1 


1 i i s g i i 


i 

i 


III 


^ 
£ 


5S? 




ill 


ss ss 


s s,sssgss8 aac3sgsasss8ss s 


1 


ss SSSS2 S S8SS?SeS 8SSSSSSSSSSSS S8 

SI 5S§§3 i l§S8a56i ISIS!?§SSIIS§ M 
s^ :;SKS3 s ssasss ■§ ss5-'-3"'='S^S3 ss 


1 

1 


j 


1 
1 J 

iP 


1 




liil 
Hi 


J 



Hosted by 



Google 



14 REPORT COMMISSIONER OF INTERIOR FOR PORTO RICO. 



1 

1 


If 

It 

111 

li I 
¥' 1 








1 : 


s^sss 


i 


m 


s= = 


3SS53 


u 


ih 


r = 




i 
i 

s 

1 
i 


Hirtl 

Slilil 


i" '' 


5^5|5 


it 


-S 


-3 s 


li 


S 5 


1 
1 

1 


3 ^ 

s sssssss 
§ i-^iilSi 


S 


,| 


liiilil 


1 



Hosted by 



Google 



REPORT COMMiaSIONEE OF INTERIOE FOR PORTO RICO. 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 



The island needs most imperatively additional roads, particularly in 
the cotfeo districts, and the following table, No. 4, gives what in the 
jadgment of this department should bo built in the next four years. 



s No 4. — Propase<l. 



n during ne:ctfour yean. 



»..,, 


approxl- 
lenglh. 


pletenwd.j 


Koad. 


Appmxi- 


OOSttOOODl- 

pletfi road. 




8B0 000 0O 
72COO0U 




Am«.^ 










InyijaBarms 
















ABuirre-GiiaTiima 
Adjuntas changt 






ns. 









Tliere whould ako be spent during the same interval ^00,000 in new 
bridges and in the repliieing of many of the old wooden bridges by 
pitecl or nuiwonry stnictnres. 

The aliove work distriljuted over four years means the expenditure 
of only $275,000 a year, a sum easily raised by a loan or possibly 
secured fi-om the surplus that seems to be on tiie increase in the insular 
treasurj'^. Tiie ijitention of this depiirtment would be, in case such 
sum were put into its hands, to spend during the first year $175,000 on 
new roads, as follows: 

Laree-Adjuntas $40, 000 j San IjorenKO Gup.. 

tlayuya-ISarroM "^ """ *" "" '" '"■ 

CimjKil-Tiarros 

Aauirre-Giiayaiiia 

MameyeB-Ltiqiiillo 

Maricao Gap - . , 



$5,000 



14,00(1 



Total 175,000 



and in bridffos: 

Reyes CatAlicos .-- $40,000 

Cflgiias ( Kio (iraiide ] 25, (100 

Ulimdoand other bridges on .Vdjuntas road Sfi, 000 



It can not be too strongly emphasized that the above tigures are but 
approximate, both as to distances and costs. Surveys as yet do not 
exist, and costs have been based on knowledge of the topography and 
comparison with the cost of roads in similar localities in the island. 

A potent cause of wear and tear in the insular roads is the narrow 
tire found on two-wheeled carts, often carrying as much as 4,000, 
although limited l)y law to but 3,000 pounds. Such tires run from 2i 
to 3i inches in width. 

If the Ohio law, for instance, were applied to carts with such a 
maximum load, these tires would be 5 incnes in width. Legislation 
is needed that will enforce such changes, the same to take effect four 
years from date. 

BUREAU OF INSULAR TELEGRAPH. 

A comparative statement in tabular form, Table No. 5, is added, 
giving cash receipts for the fiscal years 1903-4 and 1904-6. It shows 
11 gratifying increase in cash of ^5,876.07, or 19.6 per cent over the 
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preceding year, lavg'ely due to the increase in the general businesy of 
the islana. An election year is responsible for the great increaHc in 
free 



Tablb 5. — iSaffnienf shomng Oie amount of cash receipts and the compiUed value oj'ji-u. 
biidneis lumdled bi/ the bureau of insular tdegraph during llw fiscal year» 1903-4 ii'i/ 
J904-5; also sluniin/j the increase in both cUumm of Imsinem for the latter ori-r the farmi.r 
fiscal year. 
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HI, 975, 00 
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On June 7 now instructions wei-e issued to telegraph operators 
denning what constituted a free message. It is known that this change 
has discoursed many who formerly abused the privilege. In spiteof 
this, though, free messages show a tendency to increase more than 
ever, as shown in the retiirn.s, as follows: 



The judiciary and the police are largely responsible for the Imlk of 
this free activity. 

To correct this abuse, and at the same time increase somewhat the 
revenue of this bureau, measures are now being taken, and on October 
1, 1905, with the exception of the insular police, the officers of the 
United States Army and Na\'y and the members of the legislature, on 
legislative business, the other government departments and bureau,s 
will be charged half rates on all messages. As this money will have 
to come out of the various contingent funds, the tendency will be, at 
any rate, to discourage a verbosity not in keeping with "correct telc- 
gmphic traditions. 

Tne budget for the year amounted to a grand total of $58,800, of 
which $45,629.65 were expended in salaries, $l],!t3!.*.92 in contingen- 
cies, and unexpended $1,230.43 were returned to the treasury. There 
are 832 kilometers of wire and 46 stations. 



The public lands, as now known, seem to date back to a decree of 
the King of Spain, dated January 14, 1778, where such lands were 
given to the people of the island as a whole, in exchange for the keep- 
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iiig up by them of seven battalions of iiiilititi and three armed brigs. 
Later on, in ISll, a certain Junta de Terrenos Baldios turned these 
lands over to private individuals, under t!ie condition that tenure of 
the same should implv cultivation, and that the lands should revert to 
the people in case of failure on the part of the individuals. Some 
land was thus taken up. What was left and what revert*id to the island 
make up the so-called public lands. 

As the lands apparently have never Iwen surveyed and have only 
been examined and classitied to a limited extent, nothing exact can be 
affirmed as to their \-alue and, what is worse, even as to their exaet 
location. It is supposed that some 80,001) acres still exist in not less 
than 500 lots. In a few cases surveys of adjacent properties tend to 
fix some of the boundary lines. 

An appropriation of at least $35,000 is needed to make such a sur- 
vey, which should include an examination and classification with a view 
to'fix values. During the three last months of the fiscal year Mr. 
,\rinando Morales, chief of the division, has examined the important 
tracts known lis the "Caiio de los Tiburones" and several large and 
inpoi-tant tracts in the neighlmrbood of Yauco, and has made reports 
on the same, which, at any iBte, give a much clearer idea relating to 
what is thought to bo the property of the island in these particular 
places. Witliout an actual survey, though, such information at the 
best is unsatisfactory, 

Mr. Morales has also made a genei-al report on the public lands, and 
a map, here included, showing their probable location and shape. W hat 
is certain is that these lands are ecjuatted on, and have been encroached 
on every year by adjacent proprietors. Since the American occupa- 
tion attempts seem to have been made to make leases, the result bemg 
unsatisfactory, for so far only two lots have been thus leased, 

lilJHEAU OP DOCKS AND IIARBOKS. 

Hut three ports — San Juan, Ponce, and Mayagnez — collect fees. 
Table JS'o. I) shows what has been collected in the vear ended June SO, 
' 1!)05. 



■; No. ^.—Hmliorfm 
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Table No. 7 gives particulars as to number, character, and tonnage 
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Table 8.— Maintenance and repair ofpuU 


c l/uilditigs, jii>i:al <iet 
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TRUST FUND, KO FISCAL YEIAR. 



RepBfra, military bair 
Repaira, Blind Asrlur 
Rcpttlra, district cour 



Building distiict jail, A 
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:E 9. — Maintenance and repair of public buHdinijH; pr 
[Appropriation, tlS.OOl.) 
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DIVISION OF publk; buildings. 



from various sources and 
i.-arious buildings maintained by the 



Tables 8 and 9 show 
oxpenditures relating to tte 

insular government. 

PERSONN Ki- 
ln the appendix will be found a list of all permanent employees now 

in the employ of the J>epartnient, 
The following conipamtive fabulai' .statement of office salaries for 

the last and the present year shows on its face that retrenchments in 

(•ertfiin bureaus and divisions were deemed necessary. The Bureau of 

Telegraph was not touched. 





Allotted. 
Sn,760.00 

4; moo 

2,S0O,0O 


1904-.=;. 

Di^biiraert. 

■A49«:S3 
8,091.61; 

s:622:«o 

4,49S,9S 


Salaries, 
Allotted. 


Ofli tth Issl 


$n,4n0.00 


























61,190.00 


55„WI.06 









The saving of $5.fi43.94 in lOOJ-S is due to the fact that during the 

last four months of that year many resignations were accepted. As 
.■ihown, the saving for the present year is $17,880 over last year. 
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20 REPOBT COMMIS3IONEK OH" INTERIOR FOR POBTO BICO. 

The present incumbents of the positions of assistant commissionei' 
and superintendent of public works are Messrs. L. J. Proctor and J. J, 
Jimenez, and I can not spoak too highly of their zeal and ability. 

It also gives me plettsure to refer to Messrs L. G. McGuigan, A. G. 
de Quevedo, J. M, Hughart, A. Morales, and F. Gutierrez, who are 
respectively in charge of the various bureaus of telegraph, docks, and 
harbors, public buildings, publiclands, and archives, and to thank theiu 
as well for their able and willing cooperation in the work generally 
and in this report specifically. 

Calling your attention to the appendix which contains in addition 
maps of this island showing the insular roads and the public lands, 1 
remain, 

Most respectfully, J, S. Elliott, 

Commimoiier of the Interioi: 

Hon. E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary of the fnterwi\ Washington, D. C 

(Through the Governor of Porto Rico.) 
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PERMANENT EMPLOYEES, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR— Continued. 





Offlolal deaii;nation . 
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Steam road rollers. 
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PERMANENT EMPLOYEES. BEPAKTM 


NT OF THE INTEKIOK-Contlnued. 
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Salary. 


Eemark. 


(Roller No - ) 


PorloRitan.. 










(Roller No s) 










2*0 












EMI'LUVICK^' TRCl^T Ft'ND. 



JflVKim AUa 'k ic. Ii,u. 

A.RiiliCAnloiia 
lUn "e^R Fii^T 
Iiiwnardo Lamberty 
J/«.i-o™.-lu/i"r«. 

Vontun,\h«ft7 
ArmDii-PttllUae rtmd 
Rnrique Umpiirre 

^f pablhchmbtni'n 
,f. P. Kennej 

Alonro A.imiar 

llmtmmf inailar Ule 
graph— ^aprri ii tend 

L. (i. McOulRan 

lidnardo Ootualf £ 

l>()Iar¥H Belaval 
A. H. BlaHOorhea 

Maria Liti«a Cam 
R. ^. OMfttJon 
Maximinci Ciutron 

Florentiiio Cmz 

JSK'SS 

&«EUiido Diipm 
Anilrrs FWlia 
Pablo Ehira 








^0 










Sfc'? 


-lo 
























.r"!"-".:: 








Snperlnlendent 

rierfe 
























American .... 
Porto Rlcan.. 








— -^o 




;;;i;;;:----" 


Liiitman 






American .... 






"X ;:;;;;;;;;;; 


sifc;; 









Hosted by 



Google 



Hosted by 



Google 



